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June 23, 2017 
NS Project No. 13531.001.015 
 
Bill Cork 
Chief Executive Officer 
Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission 
14054 Fred and Al Key Road 
Kiln, Mississippi  39556 
 
Re: ENVIRONMENTAL DUE DILIGENCE 
 PORT BIENVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK – SITE 6 
 HANCOCK COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

 
 
Mr. Cork: 

We have completed the Wetlands Delineation Survey for the referenced project located in 
Pearlington, Mississippi. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with environmental consulting services.  Should you 
have any questions concerning this information, please contact me at (228) 374-1211. 

Sincerely, 
 
NEEL-SCHAFFER, INC. 
 

 
Cori L. Gavin 
Environmental Scientist 
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	1.0 SITE LOCATION
	2.0 WETLAND PROPERTIES
	The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has jurisdiction over wetland habitats as authorized in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The USACE defines wetlands based on positive evidence of three parameters: hydric soil, hydrophytic vegetation,...
	2.1 Hydric Soil
	The NRCS soil survey depicts five soil series on the site:
	1) Escambia loam – prime farmland soil; 0-2% slopes; found along coastal plains; somewhat poorly drained; considered hydric-inclusive
	2) Harleston fine sandy loam – prime farmland soil; 0-2% slopes; found along stream terraces; moderately well-drained; considered non-hydric
	3) Ocilla loamy sand – 0-2% slopes; found along stream terraces; somewhat poorly drained; considered hydric-inclusive
	4) Poarch fine sandy loam – prime farmland soil; 2-5% slopes; found along ridges; well-drained; considered non-hydric
	5) Smithton fine sandy loam – 0-2% slopes; found along terraces; poorly drained; considered hydric
	Of the five soil series mapped within the site, one is considered hydric, two are considered hydric-inclusive, and two are considered non-hydric.  Three soil series are considered prime farmland soil.
	2.2 Hydrophytic Vegetation
	Vegetation observed on the site is typical of coastal Mississippi.  Within the property boundaries, seven different plant communities were observed (see Figure 6):
	2) Forested upland habitat – Vegetation observed in the forested uplands included Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Conyza canadensis (Canadian horseweed), Cyperus retrorsus (pine barren flatsedge), Dichanthelium scoparium (velvet panicum),...
	3) Evergreen forested wetland habitat – Vegetation observed in mixed forested wetlands consisted of Andropogon glomeratus (bushy bluestem), Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Dichanthelium commutatum (variable panicgrass), Eriocaulon decangu...
	4) Deciduous forested wetland habitat – Plant communities observed in deciduous-dominated forested wetlands included Baccharis halimifolia (eastern baccharis), Ilex glabra (inkberry), Ilex opaca (American holly), Ilex vomitoria (yaupon), Magnolia virg...
	5) Mixed forested wetland habitat – Vegetation observed in mixed forested wetlands included Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Baccharis halimifolia (eastern baccharis), Cliftonia monophylla (buckwheat tree), Dichanthelium commutatum (variab...
	6) Scrub/shrub wetland habitat– Vegetation observed in scrub/shrub wetlands included Centella erecta (erect centella), Eragrostis amabilis (Japanese lovegrass), Panicum anceps (beaked panicgrass), Paspalum notatum (bahiagrass), Polygala lutea (orange ...
	7) Emergent wetland habitat – Vegetation observed in emergent wetlands included Juncus roemerianus (needlegrass rush) and Nelumbo lutea (American lotus).
	2.3 Wetland Hydrology
	The third feature in determining the presence or absence of wetland habitats is “evidence of hydrology.”  The most subjective of the three wetland parameters, hydrology, can be difficult to establish with any degree of certainty in relatively flat are...
	3.0 CONCLUSIONS
	Ten sampling points were taken within the property boundaries to determine the extent of any wetlands or other waters of the United States.  Based on data collected at each sampling point, as well as the above information, it is our opinion that the U...
	For wetlands that are proposed to be impacted, coordination will be required from the USACE, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.  During construction, appropriate erosion control fencing...
	4.0 REFERENCES
	FINAL_WL_PBSite4_06232017_text.pdf
	1.0 SITE LOCATION
	Site 4 is located northwest of Port and Harbor Drive in Port Bienville Industrial Park, Pearlington, Mississippi, approximately 1.3 miles southeast of U.S. Highway 90.  The northeast portion of the site lies within Section 23, Township 9 South, Range ...
	2.0 WETLAND PROPERTIES
	The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has jurisdiction over wetland habitats as authorized in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The USACE defines wetlands based on positive evidence of three parameters: hydric soil, hydrophytic vegetation,...
	2.1 Hydric Soil
	The NRCS soil survey depicts three soil series on the site:
	1) Beauregard silt loam – 0-1% slopes; found along coastal plains; moderately well-drained; considered non-hydric
	2) Handsboro association – 0-1% slopes; found in tidal flats; very poorly drained; considered hydric
	3) Poarch fine sandy loam – prime farmland soil; 0-2% and 2-5% slopes; found along ridges; well-drained, considered non-hydric
	Of the three soil series mapped within the site, one is considered hydric, and two are considered non-hydric.  One soil series are considered prime farmland soil.
	2.2 Hydrophytic Vegetation
	Vegetation observed on the site is typical of coastal Mississippi.  Within the property boundaries, three different plant communities were observed (see Figure 6):
	1) Forested upland habitat – Vegetation observed in the forested uplands included Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Conyza canadensis (Canadian horseweed), Ilex vomitoria (yaupon), Pinus echinata (shortleaf pine), Smilax rotundifolia (round...
	2) Barren upland habitat – Vegetation observed in the barren uplands within the site included Centella erecta (erect centella), Dichanthelium commutatum (variable panicgrass), Digitaria ciliaris (southern crabgrass), Digitaria sanguinalis (hairy crabg...
	2.3 Wetland Hydrology
	The third feature in determining the presence or absence of wetland habitats is “evidence of hydrology.”  The most subjective of the three wetland parameters, hydrology, can be difficult to identify and prove in relatively flat areas.  There is suffic...
	3.0 CONCLUSIONS
	Five sampling points were taken within the property boundaries to determine the extent of any wetlands or other waters of the United States.  Based on data collected at each sampling point, as well as the above information, it is our opinion that the ...
	For wetlands that are proposed to be impacted, coordination will be required from the USACE, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.  During construction, appropriate erosion control fencing...
	4.0 REFERENCES

	FINAL_WL_PBSite6_06232017_text.pdf
	1.0 SITE LOCATION
	2.0 WETLAND PROPERTIES
	The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has jurisdiction over wetland habitats as authorized in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The USACE defines wetlands based on positive evidence of three parameters: hydric soil, hydrophytic vegetation,...
	2.1 Hydric Soil
	The NRCS soil survey depicts five soil series on the site:
	1) Escambia loam – prime farmland soil; 0-2% slopes; found along coastal plains; somewhat poorly drained; considered hydric-inclusive
	2) Harleston fine sandy loam – prime farmland soil; 0-2% slopes; found along stream terraces; moderately well-drained; considered non-hydric
	3) Ocilla loamy sand – 0-2% slopes; found along stream terraces; somewhat poorly drained; considered hydric-inclusive
	4) Poarch fine sandy loam – prime farmland soil; 2-5% slopes; found along ridges; well-drained; considered non-hydric
	5) Smithton fine sandy loam – 0-2% slopes; found along terraces; poorly drained; considered hydric
	Of the five soil series mapped within the site, one is considered hydric, two are considered hydric-inclusive, and two are considered non-hydric.  Three soil series are considered prime farmland soil.
	2.2 Hydrophytic Vegetation
	Vegetation observed on the site is typical of coastal Mississippi.  Within the property boundaries, seven different plant communities were observed (see Figure 6):
	2) Forested upland habitat (21.75 acres) – Vegetation observed in the forested uplands included Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Conyza canadensis (Canadian horseweed), Cyperus retrorsus (pine barren flatsedge), Dichanthelium scoparium (ve...
	3) Evergreen forested wetland habitat (6.23 acres) – Vegetation observed in evergreen forested wetlands consisted of Andropogon glomeratus (bushy bluestem), Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Dichanthelium commutatum (variable panicgrass), E...
	4) Deciduous forested wetland habitat (0.71 acre) – Plant communities observed in deciduous-dominated forested wetlands included Baccharis halimifolia (eastern baccharis), Ilex glabra (inkberry), Ilex opaca (American holly), Ilex vomitoria (yaupon), M...
	5) Mixed forested wetland habitat (6.02 acres) – Vegetation observed in mixed forested wetlands included Andropogon virginicus (broomsedge bluestem), Baccharis halimifolia (eastern baccharis), Cliftonia monophylla (buckwheat tree), Dichanthelium commu...
	6) Scrub/shrub wetland habitat (3.31 acres) – Vegetation observed in scrub/shrub wetlands included Centella erecta (erect centella), Eragrostis amabilis (Japanese lovegrass), Panicum anceps (beaked panicgrass), Paspalum notatum (bahiagrass), Polygala ...
	7) Emergent wetland habitat (1.08 acres) – Vegetation observed in emergent wetlands included Juncus roemerianus (needlegrass rush) and Nelumbo lutea (American lotus).  This habitat should be considered medium quality wetlands due to floral and faunal ...
	2.3 Wetland Hydrology
	The third feature in determining the presence or absence of wetland habitats is “evidence of hydrology.”  The most subjective of the three wetland parameters, hydrology, can be difficult to establish with any degree of certainty in relatively flat are...
	3.0 CONCLUSIONS
	Ten sampling points were taken within the property boundaries to determine the extent of any wetlands or other waters of the United States.  Based on data collected at each sampling point, as well as the above information, it is our opinion that the U...
	For wetlands that are proposed to be impacted, coordination will be required from the USACE, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.  During construction, appropriate erosion control fencing...
	4.0 REFERENCES




